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Weekend #10 – Men’s
The recent Men’s Weekend (May 1-4) was a
great success according to Rector Wayne
Ball. The team worked diligently to present
an awesome weekend to the seven
weekenders.
We welcome Skip Eder, Mark Fischer, Bob
Liebmann, Tom Mengel, Denny Sneeringer,
Don Wright, and Kevin Wynn into the
River’s Edge Via de Cristo Community.
First Ultreya after the Weekend: Everyone
was so excited that Mark Fischer, Denny
Sneeringer, and Kevin Wynn attended their
first Ultreya on May 18. Guests Angie
Fischer, Sandy Wynn, and Dorothy Kaiser
joined their husbands at the Ultreya. Please
pray that these women will be able to attend
a Women’s Weekend.

Ultreya Date Change
September 21 Ultreya has been canceled.
Ultreya has been rescheduled for September 28
from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. at Hilltop Manor, Eureka,
MO.

Growing a VDC Community
I think we can all agree that the Via de Cristo
(VDC) weekend experience is something that
we cherish. Are we keeping it to ourselves?
Maybe yes, maybe no. We do have some
members of the VDC Community who are
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members of other churches; but right now most
brothers and sisters of our VDC Community are
members of just two churches. We are pleased
to have everyone in our community.
Members of the Secretariat are convinced that
our community will never be what it could be
unless we expand it to include members who
belong to churches other than Zion and St.
Mark’s. In discussions about how to grow our
community, this topic was given a great deal of
attention.
Who can do something about this? We all can.
How do we start? We concentrate on a friend
who is a leader in a church to which we do
not belong. That’s right; invite someone who
does not attend your church to attend a
weekend. The Via de Cristo Expression is open
to all faiths, not just Lutherans.
Make a plan. Give serious thought to a
Christian that you know who belongs to a
church you do not attend. Once you have
identified the person, invite them to go on a
VDC weekend with you. If they say “no” the
first time, don’t be discouraged. Ask again the
next year. Work hard to bring success to your
plan. Remember to “pray first” and then extend
the invitation.
How will our community grow and expand? If
each of us identifies a leader in another church
-- and brings them to a VDC weekend!
Discussions by the Secretariat will not increase
the diversity of our community. Each of us
must do our part to help the process.
Bob Wardenburg, Lay Director REVDC

2008 Calendar…
August 24 – Ultreya, Zion, Ferguson, MO.
Food for Fellowship: A-J Salad, K-S Dessert,
T-Z Main Dish.
September 4-7 –Weekend #11 – Women’s -- at
LaSalle Retreat Center, Eureka, MO.
September 28 – Ultreya, Hilltop Manor, Eureka,
MO (NOTE: Date Change). Food for
Fellowship: A-J Dessert, K-S Main Dish, T-Z
Salad.
November 16 – Ultreya, Zion, Ferguson, MO.
Food for Fellowship: A-J Main Dish, K-S
Salad, T-Z Dessert.

2009 Calendar…
January 11 -- Ultreya
April 30 – May 3 – Weekend #12 – Men’s -- at
LaSalle Retreat Center, Eureka, MO
October 29 – November 1 –Weekend #13 –
Women’s -- at LaSalle Retreat Center, Eureka,
MO

2010 Calendar…
April 29 – May 2 – Weekend #14 – Men’s – at
LaSalle Retreat Center, Eureka, MO
September 30 – October 3 – Weekend #15 –
Women’s – at LaSalle Retreat Center, Eureka,
MO

###############

Love is more than a
characteristic of God; it is His
character.
…the Lord your God…is the faithful
God, keeping his covenant of love to a
thousand generations of those who love
him…
Deuteronomy 7:9 NIV

#############

News From
Your Secretariat
Much news is shared at the Secretariat
Meetings. There are items brought to
Secretariat and votes taken. We’d like to share
this information with you each month.

Naming the Weekends

We will now refer to the River’s Edge Via de
Cristo weekends as
Weekend #11 – Women’s
Weekend #12 – Men’s
etc.
The weekends now won’t look as if we have had 11
Women’s Weekends, 12 Men’s Weekends, etc.

Ultreya Change

The September 21 Ultreya is cancelled.

Pray for the Success of our
Weekends and Ultreyas!

The September Ultreya will be scheduled for
September 28 at Hilltop Manor in Eureka.

The Cost of Christianizing the
World Around Us
Jesus said, “Go ye therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.” This, my friends is the Great
Commission and the core mission of Via de Cristo
(VDC). As members of VDC, we have a vested
interest in “…making disciples of all people…” As
you know, VDC is a three-day Christian journey
from which we emerge refreshed, invigorated,
renewed and fired-up to go out into the world and
live out this Great Commission. However, in 2008,
fulfilling the Great Commission can be a great
challenge in this millennial age of technology,
gadgets, and commitments among other things; for
the world seems to be spinning faster each year. To
simply tell others is not as easy as in past times,
when life moved at a much slower pace. It has
become necessary to take a break from the world
and spend time with Jesus exploring the different
ways we can serve Him and others. Unfortunately,
taking a break from the world and concentrating on
our Lord does have practical considerations
involved, such as facilities, food and miscellaneous
expenses. At River’s Edge Via de Cristo, we are
faced with the challenge of rising costs for providing
this golden opportunity to our fellow Christians. At
present, the cost of the weekend has risen to $150
per person with an additional 5% increase added
each year. Even though the cost of providing the
weekends are rising and will continue to do so, the
Secretariat would like to halt the cost of the
weekends to $150 per person. To do this takes a big
financial effort on the part of the Via de Cristo
community. We, the Secretariat, are asking you to
take a good look at your 4th Day Journey and ask
yourselves, “Where would I be without Via de
Cristo, and how can I creatively ensure that others
will be able to take part in this 3-day journey?” We
are open to all ideas and suggestions that you have
and we thank you in advance for your prayers and
continued support.
Ellie Newton-Rivero, Secretariat

<<<<<<<<<

Give what you have. To someone
it may be better than you dare to
think.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

…Freely you have received, freely
give.
Matthew 10:8 NIV
++++++++++++

Applications for Weekend #11
Women’s
September 4 – 7
It’s never too early to get your application for
the next Women’s Weekend. It’s never too
early to invite that special someone to the
weekend. Start thinking now whom you will
sponsor!
Applications may be found on line:
www.riversedgevdc.org and submitted on line.
Or, contact Ellie Newton-Rivero for a copy:
enewton99@charter.net. Then sponsors may
mail the completed applications and $150
registration fee to Ellie, 127-D Park Charles
Blvd. South, St. Peters, MO 63376.

REUNION GROUPS
Are you a member of a reunion group? If
not, you are missing a really good thing!
Better than that…one of the best things
in life!
The Reunion Group keeps your VDC
weekend experience alive. Being
accountable to others for your Piety,
Study and Action is a blessing. Reunion
Groups are the “backbone” of any VDC
Community. Having close friends who
will pray for you and listen to you is
priceless. You can find that in a Reunion
Group.
To better help our REVDC community,
get involved in a Reunion Group.
Existing Reunion Groups are identified
below. All Reunion Groups have
“openings” for you to join. If you cannot
attend an existing Reunion Group,
contact Bob Wardenburg at
r_wardenburg@yahoo.com or 636-3943422 to start your own group. All you
need to start a group is a Pilgrim’s Guide
or green card and one other person. It is
that simple.

•

Eureka at Hilltop Manor, biweekly, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 8:00
a.m. Women only. Contact
Marilyn Wardenburg 636-3943422.

•

Eureka at Hilltop Manor, monthly,
4th Tuesday, 8:00 a.m. Men only.
Contact Bob Wardenburg 636-3943422.

•

Eureka in the Prayer Chapel at St.
Mark’s Lutheran Church, monthly,
2nd Tuesday, 7:00 – 8:00 a.m.
Contact Bob Wardenburg 636-3943422.

•

Litchfield, IL at Denny’s, weekly,
Tuesdays, 12:00 noon. Co-ed
Group. Contact Marilyn Hamblin
217-324-5215.

Join a Reunion Group or start your own.
You will receive an added Blessing from
God by doing so!

Existing Reunion Groups:
•

North County, weekly, Fridays
7:30 p.m. Women only. Contact
Doris McCall 314-521-8349.

•

Maryland Heights, weekly,
Thursdays 7:00 p.m. Men only.
Contact Paul Twillmann 314-5995759.

•

North County/Florissant, Fridays
7:30 p.m. Women only. Meet at
Dott Twillmann’s house, 12320
Space Drive, Florissant 63033.
Contact Gail Voss 314-522-3842.

Thanks to Pastor Ron and Sandy
Schuette for organizing the May 18th
Ultreya. The program on The Holy
Spirit was most inspiring!

```````````

News from Community…

Ultreyas

A note from Erik Loza, previously a member
of our REVDC Community:

Will take a break for summer.
The next Ultreya will be

Ulmira and I are in Van Nuys, CA. Van
Nuys is a suburb of Los Angeles. I am
serving at First Lutheran Church of Van Nuys
at a small congregation that wants to reach
out to the mostly Hispanic neighborhood.
We are so blessed to be here.
Ulmira and the children will soon fly to
Bolivia for two and a half months. Ulmira is
from there. She hasn’t seen her dad and
brother for about six years so it will be quite
a reunion. On top of that, her other brother
who lives in Missouri will also be flying out,
in July, with his family. So it will truly be a
big event. I plan to fly out in late July for
three weeks. I have my uncle, aunt and
cousins out there, too.

Sunday, August 24
3:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Zion Lutheran Church,
Ferguson, MO
Mark your calendars,
plan now to attend!!
Have a terrific summer!

Please tell those who know me that I said hi.
I still get the VDC emails, so I will continue
to pray for future weekends.
God’s continued blessings,

It’s Not Too Early

Erik
(Editor’s Note: Some of the community may
want to communicate with Erik…
erikloza@yahoo.com.)

Rectora Pam Statler is gathering women for
the Weekend #11 Team. Contact Pam at
314-921-8077 or pstatler@charter.net.
Mark your calendars – September 4-7.

VDC National Gathering
The “National Gathering” of Via de Cristo is
being held in Phoenix, AZ from July 24-27.
The format of this National Gathering is like
a VDC weekend on a grand scale. It is being
held on the campus of the Grand Canyon
University. All rooms are private and airconditioned. Cost is $170 before June 1, and
$195 after June 1. Go to
www.viadecristo.org to find an application.
Click on “Annual Meeting.”

>>>>>>>>>>
Why Am I Here, Lord?
To pray for Community.
To pray for growth in River’s Edge VDC!
To pray without ceasing!

<<<<<<<<<<
Remember, God Loves You…
And So Do We!!

